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- I . d t Iran creates ‘Muslim Nobels

r(ln nee S O presel TEHRAN Iran is offering a lucrative new

. B science prize, which it hopes will further

L)
ul l Ited front On Sclen\ its goal of becoming Known as a research
powerhouse. Late last month, two nano-
technology experts took home inaugural
Mustafa Prizes, each including $500,000
rteibatintwskaaiieyadll D cash. Jackie \‘m;:,. r\cvr.mn'c director of
clatmed crimes werecommumscating withalf  the Agency for Science, Technology and
recetving illegitimate funds — an pparent®  Research’s Institute of Bioengineering and
sttpend goven Lo graduate students at his unreg
2 I mud h

scientists engaged o logie actions  “top scientific achievement” award for
bits the advancement of sclend ¥ ine ing “ticle
ndnteotestall > body of work m‘k luding nanoparticles
Ssevements intermationally |  that deliver insulin to diabetic patients,
S SRS TROGIEINS TRENIDNIS OF K318 and Omar Yaghi, co-director of the Kavli
Energy NanoSciences Institute at the
University of California, Berkeley, snared
the prize for nanoscience. One rationale
for the awards is that only three Muslims
have won a Nobel Prize in science, but

franian scentists must be allowed to interact abroad without f@
persecution, says Elise Auerbach.

Nanotechnology in Singapore, won the

Iran’s sciemific

4 to continue fiors "o otadisd mteraciion betwern rant
nttsts and the mismanional scenefic comms

SCIENTIFIC

DIPLOMACY CAN | cosing owr oconomy s : :
The harsh penaltics the award is also open to non-Muslims
HELP TO arned Ir in Islamic nations. The “most important
4 policy” of the new prize, explains Mehdi
Safarinia, director of the Pardis Technology
: Park in Tehran, which manages the
asracfs Mo AND DEFUSE g awards, is to make Iran “a center of excel-
cor-ag INTERNATIONAL lence in the Islamic world.”
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